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Making Global Neighborhoods Work: The Analysis of China’s Wenzhou Entrepreneurial
Community—Abstract:

Exploring small worlds in social networks using big data has been all the rage. But true estimates
of how they actually work have been fraught with technical difficulties that traditional methods
could not fully address. Biases due to unobserved linkages and locally contingent factors may
affect outcomes, not capturing important interactions. So, how can we enhance our understanding
of real social networks, small world or not? A key is to qualitatively understand in depth whether
and how individuals interact in local contingencies, to form a coherent pattern that may facilitate or
inhibit further collective action. To what extent, moreover, is such pattern generation a product of
social norms, values and strategies shared by community members? This research directly
addresses these issues with original qualitative evidence. Drawing on extensive fieldwork, we
investigate, at the community level, the emerging networking patterns of Chinese entrepreneurs
from Wenzhou, frequently dubbed the birthplace of spontaneous capitalism in China, whose
striking economic success has been widely noted. In particular, we examine the extent to which
Wenzhounese entrepreneurs’ rapid rewiring of their links with various transnational locales and the
concomitant efficient network search on the basis of community cohesiveness is related to
Wenzhou’s success in light of small-world network theory. We further explore a broader
implication of whether small worlds can be a key to prosperity beyond individuals’ cognition and
resources in wider context. This seminar constitutes one part of the three-part study to better
understand the structural effectiveness of networks, the other two being at the inter-corporate

(Toyota’s supply chain) and organization-unit (defense systems development teams) levels.
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‘Ecopoint Program’ in Japan and its Application to the Renewable Energy Policy,”
International Journal of Global Business and Competitiveness, Vol. 7, No. 1, 2012, pp. 1-13

(2) Aoshima, Yaichi, Kazunari Matsushima and Manabu Eto, “Effects of Government Funding on
R&D Performance Leading to Commercialization,” International Journal of Environment and
Sustainable Development, Vol. 12, No. 1, January 2013, pp. 22-43
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Fujiwara, Masatoshi, Yaichi Aoshima and Tomono Miki, “Development of the Polyamide
Composite Reverse Osmosis Membrane and Reverse Osmosis Membrane System: A Case
Study of Toray Industries, Inc.,” IIR Case Study CASE#12-08, July 2012

(2) Aoshima, Yaichi and Tomono Miki, “Possibilities of Geothermal Power Generation in Japan:
Notes from an Iceland Field Study,” IR Working Paper WP#12-11, September 2012
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Aoshima, Yaichi, “Japan’s Shift to Renewable Energies after the Fukushima Disaster,”
presented at the 4th Chinese Renewable Energy Conference & Exhibition, November 1, 2012,
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Aoshima, Yaichi and Kazunari Matsushima, “Commercialization Performance and Spillover
Effects of the Government-funded Private R&D,” presented at the 15th Asia-Pacific
Researchers in Organisation Studies Conference, February 14-17, 2013, Hitotsubashi
University, Tokyo
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Igami, Masatsura, Sadao Nagaoka and John P. Walsh, “Impact of Research Team Characteristics on
Knowledge Creation in Science: Descriptive Statistics from Hitotsubashi-NISTEP-Georgia Tech
Scientists’ Survey,” Proceedings of 17th International Conference on Science and Technology
Indicators, Vol. 1, 2012, pp. 415-428
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(3) Nishimura, Junichi, “Sources of the Performance Difference Between the Listed Bio Startups of
the US and Japan: Capital Constraints vs. Seeds,” The 12th Annual Interdisciplinary European
Conference on Entrepreneurship Research IECER, March 14, 2013, Brescia, Italy
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Program

Ist Session on Standard and Collaboration

9:20 amto 11:20 am (25 minutes presentations and 15 minutes Q&A)
Chair: Sadao Nagaoka, Professor, Hitotsubashi University
“Entrepreneurship, Intellectual Property, and Platform Technologies”,

Stuart Graham, Chief Economist of the USPTO

“Patent Law Design in the 'Open Innovation' Era”
Yoshiyuki Tamura, Professor, Hokkaido University
“Coalition Formation through a Patent Pool for Standard”,

Reiko Aoki, Professor, Hitotsubashi University

2nd Session on Patent System
11:40 am to 13:00 pm (25 minutes presentations and 15 minutes Q&A)
Chair: Stuart Graham, Chief Economist of the USPTO
“Continuing Applications and Quality of Inventions”
Naotoshi Tsukada, Researcher, RIETI
“Third Party Participations in Patent Examination”

Sadao Nagaoka, Professor, Hitotsubashi University
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9:30~10:30 JESMENE (1) “The Increasing Role of Globalized R&D Consortia in the
Semiconductor Industry: The Role of International Sematech”

Dr. Jammy, Raj (International Sematech, Vice President of Materials and Emerging
Technologies)
10 : 30~11: 10 “The Changing Potentiality of Japanese Semiconductor R&D System: Social
Network Analysis of High-k/Metal Gate R&D Activities”
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12:00~12:50 JEGHEETE (2) @ “Mobile Scientists and International Network: Insights from
GloScience Project,”

Giuseppe Scellato, Assistant Professor of Politecnico di Torino
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MEET—73v T T4/ R—2 3 VBROAIE EFE]

Day: March 18th 2013, Time: 9:30 to 18:30
Venue: Faculty Building 3, Kunitachi East Campus, Hitotsubashi University

This research workshop on innovation process invites the researchers who have participated in the
program of “University-industry-government collaborative research on innovation process” to
present their findings from completed or ongoing research projects. The research projects cover the
research on knowledge production in science, the research on NEDO consortiums, and the research
on university and industry collaborative research. The researches have been supported from the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS): Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (S) (No.
20223002) and Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) (No. 21243020)

Session 1: Organizational Choice for Innovation (9:30 to 10:20)

Chair: Hiroyuki Chuma, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University

(40 minutes + 10 minutes Q&A):

“Differentiation, Interface Technology, and the Economies of Scope as the Determinants of Product

Outsourcing,” Hideo Owan, Institute of Social Science, The University of Tokyo

Session 2: Knowledge Discovery Process in Science (10:40 to 12:40)
Chair: Hideo Owan, The University of Tokyo
(25 minutes for presentations and 5 minutes quick question for each presentation and 30 minutes

comments and discussions at the end of the session)

10:40 to 11:10 “Commercializing Academic Science in a Changing Policy Environment: A Natural
Experiment,” John Walsh, Georgia Institute of Technology

11:10 to 11:40 “Contributions of Young Scholars in Team-Based Scientific Research,” Masatsura
Igami, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP)

11:40 to 12: 10 “International Collaborations in Science, Why and How: Evidence from Scientists’
Survey in the US and Japan,” Sadao Nagaoka, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi
University

12:10 to 12:40 Comments and Discussions (30 minutes)

Comments Tomohiro Ijichi, Seijo University

Session 3: Spillovers and Collaborations in Research: Evidence from NEDO Consortium (13:30 to
15:40)
Chair: Yosuke Okada, School of Economics, Hitotsubashi University

13:30 to 14:00 “Commercialization Performance and Spillover Effects of the Government-Funded
R&D,” Yaichi Aoshima, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University and Kazunari

Matsushima, the University of Tokushima



14:00 to 14:30 “Organizational Structure of NEDO Consortium and its Performance,” Junichi
Nishimura, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University

14:30 to 15:00 “Assessing Spillovers and Strategic Complementarities from NEDO Projects,”
Naotoshi Tsukada, RIETI

15:00 to 15: 40 Comments and discussions (40 minutes)

Comments Akira Yamazaki, Chiba Technology University

Session 4: Industry and University Collaborations: Evidence from the Research Projects Generating
Co-inventions (16:00 to 18:30)

Chair: Tomohiro Ijichi, Seijo University

16:00 to 16:30 “Sources of Industry and University Collaborations: Seeds vs. Needs,” Sadao
Nagaoka, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University

16:30 to 17:00 “Research Process in Industry and University Collaborations,”

Junichi Nishimura, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University

17:00 to 17:30 “Research Funding,”

Shinichi Akaike, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University

17:30 to 18:00 “Research Outcome and Impact of Industry and University Collaborations,” Mitsuaki
Hosono, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP)

18:00 to 18:30 (30 minutes)
Comments & Responses John Walsh, Georgia Institute of Technology
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Aoshima, Yaichi and Hiroshi Shimizu, “A Pitfall of Environmental Policy: An Analysis of ‘Eco-
point Program’ in Japan and its Application to the Renewable Energy Policy,” International
Journal of Global Business and Competitiveness, Vol. 7, No. 1, 2012, pp. 1-13

Takeda, Yoko, Yaichi Aoshima and Kentaro Nobeoka, “The Importance of Technology Integration
Capabilities: Evaluating the Impact on 3D Technologies on Product Development
Performance in Japan and China,” International Journal of Product Development, Vol. 16, No.
1, 2012, pp. 26-44

Aoshima, Yaichi, Kazunari Matsushima and Manabu Eto, “Effects of Government Funding on
R&D Performance Leading to Commercialization,” International Journal of Environment and
Sustainable Development, Vol. 12, No. 1, January 2013, pp. 22-43
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The new combinations appear discontinuously, then
the phenomenon characterising development emerges.
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